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BATTING THE MIDDLE OVERS

Batting through the middle and end overs of an ODl is
atricky business. After the Powerplays, the field goes
back and opportunities for boundaries are reduced.
The challenge is to keep the scoreboard ticking with
clever shot placement. Australia’s Mike Hussey,
capable or blasting or accumulating to equal effect,
has turned it into an artform.

The key to scoring in the middle overs is an ability
to work the ball around and to try and score off pretty
much every delivery faced.

Graphics 1 and 2 show a Hussey innings of 64 not
out off 98 deliveries, not an overly rapid innings by
ODI standards, but crucial in the context of a low-
scoring CB Series match against Sri Lanka at
Melbourne in February when the Aussies made only
184/7 in 50 overs but still won.

The beehive confirms that Hussey only hit one
boundary (yellow) but was still able to keep the
scoreboard ticking over through his adeptness to work
ones and twos (blue dots). This is further illustrated by
the wagon which shows his solitary boundary in red
(and athree in green), while the rest are ones (white)
and twos (blue). Hussey can score all around the
wicket, but opportunities to cut and pull (and score
square of the wicket) are limited in the middle overs:
most of Hussey’s runs here come in front of square and
down the ground. He faced 35 balls from Murali and 40
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from the quick bowler Ishara Amerasinghe.
Too often players get frustrated because they hit
i the fielders and then feel compelled to go for the big
shot, but Hussey’s great strength is that he can work

the ones and twos so well that he keeps the scoreboard
ticking at 4-6 runs an over without taking risks.
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